A Legacy of
Philanthropy

As Abercrombie & Kent celebrates our 50th anniversary, the conservation and education projects we have established in partnership with
communities worldwide are among our most treasured achievements.
For the last forty years it has been my role as Vice Chairman of A&K
and Founder and President of Abercrombie & Kent Philanthropy, to
develop and direct the conservation and cultural initiatives that are
a hallmark of A&K worldwide. Indeed, it has been my great joy
and privilege, joining with our dedicated staff around the world who
believe in making a difference in the lives of people and places in
need. Philanthropy is a true pillar of A&K.
The support for conservation projects that began with A&K’s birthplace in Kenya has developed worldwide and come to include
cultural conservation programs, health initiatives and education. We
have been pioneers in forging informal partnerships between compassionate travellers who want to give something back to the places they
visit and the peoples benefitting from these projects. The foremost
goal which Geoffrey and I have always had in working with local
communities is to empower those who are ultimately responsible for
their natural and cultural heritage.
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Introduction
It is nearly impossible to believe that fifty years have passed
since we first opened our “doors” in Kenya with a Land Rover,
a Bedford truck and a sterling silver ice bucket. This halfcentury has been remarkable in countless ways as so much in
the world has changed.
Abercrombie & Kent has grown from that one Land Rover
in Kenya to over 50 strategically located offices covering the
globe. And yet, throughout all of the changes, progress and
expansion, we have maintained our core values and goals in
every respect. We are as committed now to providing unparalleled excellence to every single A&K guest as we were when we
took our first travellers on safari. We will always live up to our
reputation for creating absolutely splendid moments in stunning locations.
What some may not know, however, is that we are equally
committed to protecting and preserving the people, wildlife,
cultures and ecosystems in the countries where we operate. For
most of the fifty years we have been in business, long before
it was fashionable, we have been quietly involved behind the
scenes in conservation. We have worked through Abercrombie
& Kent Philanthropy (AKP) with our dedicated staff and local
communities to save wildlife, to protect the environment and
to help plant thousands of trees; we have supported schools and
orphanages and have provided education, meals and shelter for
severely impoverished children.
AKP has been, and continues to be, our passion and our undeniable joy. As part of our fiftieth anniversary celebration, we would
like to share some of the uplifting efforts that our global A&K
family and our wonderful friends are making to help this beautiful planet shine now and for future generations. We would like
to share some of the things we have accomplished, our current
endeavors and what we hope to achieve. Each of these projects
was carefully selected and each is tremendously important to all
of us at A&K and AKP. Each one has left an indelible imprint in
some small – or sometimes very large – way.
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We are A&K ...
and we are also
A&K Philanthropy.

Walk through a winding maze of alleyways in the
medina of Marrakech, where sunlight is filtered
through the drying rushes overhead and casts
shadows on the brass pots, jeweled mirrors and
long robes for sale in the shops. Open enormous,
carved wooden doors and enter a splendid, elaborately tiled courtyard where cool fountains splash,
a sumptuous feast awaits and exotic dancers and
musicians entertain.
On the other side of that medina, we actively
support Al Karam, which provides daily activities for street children, and meals, shelter, love
and overnight housing for those young ones who
have been entirely abandoned or left on the streets,
expected to bring money home by any means
possible. These children are being rescued from a
frightening future, and are learning the meanings
of kindness and “home.”
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We open a Peruvian museum late at night when
the only others present are the curators and,
perhaps, an archaeologist or two. We unlock
private collections and thrill with “the story
behind the story,” then step outside where,
suddenly, spectacular performers clad in fabulous,
authentic Inca regalia appear and swirl to ancient
music in a colorful celebration.
Not far away, in a small town in the Sacred Valley
of the Incas, we support Children of the Rainbow,
a home for seventeen abandoned children which
also provides hot meals, education and medical
care for more than a hundred other young ones
who are in tremendous need. We work with families, teaching them basic hygiene, and give young
people the opportunity to obtain diplomas in
English and Tourism, or help them become certified carpenters, electricians or seamstresses.

We surprise and delight with legendary “Out of
Africa”-style dinners where glowing candles, a
moon and brilliant constellations provide the
most romantic lighting possible, where exquisite
meals are presented on fine china and excellent wines fill sparkling cut crystal. Often, the
soothing symphony of the African night attracts
a guest composer, possibly a black-maned lion
who adds his own deep commanding roar as true
king of the plains.
In a nearby village, we work with the Maasai
women to enhance their beadwork skills and
increase the income they receive from this
traditional craft. The funds that they earn have
so many benefits, from improved education to
bettering the welfare of their community.
Join us in exploring our world from A to Z.
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a

africa

Our beloved Kenya, the birthplace of Abercrombie
& Kent, will always be home to us. She is a country
bursting with brilliant colors, regal people, breathtaking animals, brilliant landscapes, myths of epic
proportions, joyous traditions and unlimited potential.
There is nothing ordinary here.
Adventure and excitement are palpable: they live,
breathe and laugh in the hoots, barks and trumpets
of the resident wildlife. Even through the stillness,
fine threads of anticipation ripple softly and it is
apparent that something extraordinary may happen
at any minute.
There is nothing ordinary here.
Golden droplets of sunlight spill from the skies and
color the endless grassy plains by day; crisp indigo
nights, whose chunky stars are almost – almost –
within reach, settle in and tenderly embrace. The
Southern Cross blazes; giraffes in silhouette are
slow-moving tall, dark gantries against the mangocolored sunset.
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Anything is possible.
We are paying proper homage to this land of contrasts with
the Masai Mara Environmental Learning Center (MELC).
Located in the heart of Kenya, this will be a gathering place
for scholars, educators and students of all things Africa. They
will have a beautiful, eco-friendly forum where they can
exchange ideas and find solutions to both current and future
challenges. Workshops will be led by local experts on topics
such as natural resource management and human/wildlife
conflict resolution. Ongoing programs will include nature
walks and field trips to the Masai Mara National Reserve,
conservation education and tree planting.

“I had a farm in Africa, at the
foot of the Ngong Hills …”
– Karen Blixen

The MELC will be constructed and staffed by the Maasai
community and will utilize local products wherever possible.
It will also feature a small, fascinating museum depicting
the flora and fauna of the Mara. This center will be a fitting
tribute both to the grandeur of the Masai Mara and to the
indomitable spirit of the Maasai people.
If you know the rhythm of a joyful heart, you know the
rhythm of Africa.
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b

breathtaking
wildlife

It is impossible to express our enthusiasm on paper when it comes to
describing the projects we have devoted to an entire alphabet of animals,
from albatross to zebra, all across the planet. May we share a few? Well,
maybe one or two more than a few. …
We began our conservation work, many know, with the black rhino project in
Kenya’s Masai Mara. With the determined efforts and vigilance of AKP and
our partners, their numbers have risen from 11 to 45 – with 3 born just this
year. This population, once on the brink of extinction, is making an important comeback.

In Uganda, local communities near Bwindi Impenetrable National Park,
where more than half of the world’s mountain gorillas live, have a compelling economic incentive to protect the small population of surviving mountain gorillas. Our guests have spent more than $1 million annually on
tracking permits to see these incredible animals. The program is working:
researchers have identified more than 340 individual gorillas, up from 320
in 2002 and 300 in 1997.

Kiwis, the national bird and icon of New Zealand, have only a 5% survival
rate when born in the wild. We support a project to help increase their
numbers, and are absolutely delighted every time a new kiwi chick – a practically weightless little ball of fluff – pecks its way out of its shell.

We support a critical and far-reaching research project to study humpback
whales from the North Atlantic Ocean to the Antarctic Ocean.

Living with Elephants in Botswana brings students together with African
elephants at Sanctuary Baines Camp and Sanctuary Stanley’s Camp to
interact and establish harmonious and positive relationships. The response
from these young people is overwhelmingly enthusiastic; it fosters a new
respect for, and the desire to live in harmony with, this paramount species.
In Russia our support helped preserve the world’s polar bears through
research and education. We donated funds to aid the Malayan sun bear in
Thailand, and participated in worthy projects monitoring and protecting
cheetah, wild dog, hyena, albatross, horseshoe crab, harbor seal and dolphin
– and many other species of mammals, birds and marine life.
In South Africa, following a large and devastating oil spill, we assisted in
funding the rescue, washing, care and feeding of oil-covered penguins.
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We helped to ensure the survival of the approximately 100 Balkan lynx still
in existence with support for the restoration of degraded habitats within
the Balkan Green Belt.

We provided funds for the International Birding and Research Center
in Eilat, Israel, where 1.5 million birds, on their annual migration from
Europe to Africa, stop and rest every year. This wetlands sanctuary is the
only land bridge between Africa, Asia and Europe, so it is crucial.
Our support for the Arabian oryx in Jordan helped make this species the
first ever to improve three categories from “Extinct in the Wild” to “Vulnerable” on the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red
List of Threatened Species.

“Love of animals is a universal
impulse, a common ground
on which all of us may meet.
By loving and understanding
animals, perhaps we humans
shall come to understand
each other.”
– Louis J. Camuti

Indian elephants are once again – after many years of conflict and danger
- able to safely amble along generations-old trails between two protected
sanctuaries. We have assisted in providing funds to help restore and
connect the vital Tirunelli-Kudrakote Corridor in Kerala, home to India’s
largest elephant population; it is also home to a host of other mammals,
including the endangered Bengal tiger.
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c

cultural understanding
“The greatest compliment
that was ever paid me was
when one asked me what
I thought, and attended
to my answer.”
– Henry David Thoreau
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One of the great challenges of working on a global scale is discovering the nuances of communication within each country, often
even within each region or village. Because we have an A&K
office wherever we have a project, we are fortunate in having our
own “cultural translators.” Our staff members are citizens of that
country and so they enjoy an excellent understanding as to how
best to approach each issue. They know what’s important to their
neighbors and how to make suggestions respectfully. We all work
together to discover what is most valuable to the local people, we
listen to what their needs are and we talk about how we can accomplish something together.
Beginning the conversation is different everywhere. Sometimes,
the shortest distance between two points of view is the length of a
soccer field. In Botswana, for example, we provided funding for the
local area wildlife rangers’ soccer team. It’s no secret that sports
provide an opening for people to talk, that a good sporting event
encourages dialogue and promotes camaraderie. This soccer team
brought people together and created an atmosphere conducive
to discussion – and then enthusiastic cooperation – on a project.
Suddenly people were on the same side, cheering together. And
then – understanding happened. Friendship followed close behind.

d

dedicated partners

“Gratitude is a twofold

love - love coming to visit
us, and love running out to
greet a welcome guest.”
– Henry Van Dyke

Because of our global reputation for excellence and dedication, we are fortunate
to have access to, and the generous cooperation of, many of the world’s most brilliant minds and authorities on just about any topic. Being able to speak directly
with these experts is a unique gift: it means that we are guided on each new
journey by the very best in their field. It also saves us precious time and resources,
and almost guarantees the success of each of our extremely diverse projects. It’s
like having the golden key to the treasure chest, and we are extremely grateful for
everyone’s time, expertise and assistance.
We are also grateful that we have been able to attract thousands of dedicated
partners who are becoming conservationists! These include devoted A&K office
staff, drivers and guides who proudly introduce our guests to their beautiful countries. Many villages work on our projects in East Africa and thousands of Maasai
students have participated in Conservation Clubs we support, developed by local
non-governmental organization, Friends of Conservation (FOC). We have learned
much, both from them and from the incredible A&K travellers who have chosen
to support our work. We have learned from everyone primarily, that all are interested, engaged, compassionate and curious. We know that they would much rather
be part of something meaningful than just to watch it on television. And that kind
of “hands-on” experience is exactly what we feel privileged to be able to share.
We have also learned that everyone loves to have their heart stolen, and their
breath taken away. And we promise that we will always be happy to oblige.
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e

education
“Sometimes it is necessary to reteach a thing its loveliness…
until it flowers again from within.”
– Galway Kinnell

When people understand that their lives, and the lives
of their children, will ultimately improve when they
conserve and renew their natural resources, they are
usually very interested. We are always happy to help
with ideas and support.
One of many examples of this is our beekeeping project
in Tanzania at Mwika Village. Here, the villagers have
learned to harvest honey, a traditional foodstuff, for
their families and community while conserving forest
resources. In addition, this project offers the beekeepers
a much-needed opportunity to provide an income for
their families. We already have a number of very proud
keepers with buzzing hives, and this very successful
program is rapidly expanding.
In Zambia, we introduce our guests to Tribal Textiles, a grassroots cottage industry where the creative skills of community
members are developed through training and employment. It
is so rewarding to watch someone realize that they are actually very good at doing something new. We have found that
confidence is a trait that is never overrated.
In 1988, we instituted an Animal Anti-Harassment
Program in the Masai Mara National Reserve in Kenya
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which is in effect to this day. It was designed to protect
vulnerable wildlife from over-zealous drivers and
create a safe environment for the wildlife, while still
affording the many visitors to the Reserve the thrill
of observing the animals from a close distance. This
program complements the FOC Conservation Clubs
we support in Mara schools, where as many as 5,000
students engage annually in environmental initiatives
and learn about their precious natural resources of flora
and fauna.
We have also facilitated a Maasai Community Scout
Program for more than two decades. These scouts
monitor all wildlife species and their movements, and
dismantle and remove the snares employed in the escalating and illegal bush meat trade that threatens all
wildlife. They alert the community when predators or
potential crop-raiding species are in the area to minimize human/wildlife conflict, and hold workshops in
their communities to instill the value of conserving wildlife and ecosystems.
When people learn how precious – and how valuable
– their immediate environment is, they are much more
likely to protect and cherish it.
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f

first
responders
We have more than 50 offices strategically located all over
the world for a multitude of reasons, but in recent years, we
have found ourselves in an unexpected, critical and incredibly
rewarding role: that of being first responders.
We feel a true sense of community wherever A&K operates;
when anyone in our extended family succeeds, we all rejoice. But
when disaster strikes, that pain is immediately and sharply felt in
each and every office on six continents.
Fortunately, because of our close geographical proximity, and
because we have the full and unwavering support of the entire
A&K global organization, we are well equipped to assemble our
impressive forces and put them into motion.
One example of this was when the gentle people of Myanmar
were devastated by Cyclone Nargis in 2008. We were, in effect,
and in reality, the first ones to reach the stricken area, mobilizing
our resources quickly and efficiently to provide aid to victims
even before international relief organizations arrived.
Within seven days, A&K directly helped more than 17,500
people in the Irrawaddy Delta Region by supplying and distributing water purification tablets, clothing, mosquito nets, plastic
tarps and food. Shortly after, we sent 120 new tractors to the
Delta with diesel fuel for operation and the planting of rice,
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which enabled local farmers to cultivate and plant 6,000 acres of
rice paddy for the coming monsoon season. This quick thinking
undoubtedly saved untold thousands of lives by preventing a
famine in the fall. We also provided 37 boats and 35 canoes for
local river fishing and transportation; we donated hundreds of
desk and chair sets for schools; we paid the expenses for all of the
children in an orphanage whose population grew from 9 to 92
almost overnight and built a proper kitchen facility for them. With
the great generosity of another A&K donor, the next year we built
a new facility for 20 orphaned children and continue to support
three homes in Yangon and four other orphanages in Myanmar.
In Sri Lanka, immediately after the tsunami of 2004 which killed
over 230,000 people in 14 countries, we sent relief to several
villages, providing new fishing nets, catamarans and engines.
Because these are fishing villages, this was positively life-saving
equipment. It enabled the local people to go out and catch fish to
provide food for entire villages.

“Give what you have.
To someone, it may be better
than you dare to think.”
– Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

When Chile was hit by an earthquake of 8.8 magnitude on the
Richter scale, thousands of people in remote areas were displaced
when their homes were destroyed. AKP responded at once with a
donation to Un Techo Para Chile (A Roof for Chile) to help build
temporary housing, and A&K Chile staff spent a weekend on site
building homes together with the two grateful families that would
soon have shelter.
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global treasures

We are fascinated by our world and its incredible blend of
people, cultures and wildlife. At different times and in different
countries, everything takes its turn enriching, delighting, illuminating, intriguing and inspiring. We need to preserve and
protect all that is good because the simple truth is, once something is lost, be it a species, a culture or a fragment of history,
it never stops being lost. It is gone forever. Extinct carries the
same heavy burden. The sad thing is that we often do not realize
the importance of something until it starts to fade – or disappears altogether.
This is one of many reasons why we provide support in so many
countries for people in crisis: far too many people – and their
ideas – are in danger of forever becoming lost.
In Uganda, for example, we sent emergency support to help end
the financial crisis at Bwindi Community Hospital where health
providers care for Batwa Pygmies, some of the poorest people
in the world. This indigenous group of people was evicted when
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park was established in 1991 to
provide an ecosystem home to endangered mountain gorillas
which are on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. The
Batwa desperately needed the world’s support because more than
forty percent of Batwa children died before they reached their
fifth birthday. Our support, and the amazing generosity of our
guests, has helped immensely to improve their survival rates.
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Staff from Bwindi Community Hospital can also now test
for HIV from a “community ambulance” (the back of a fourwheel-drive vehicle) and make a diagnosis within ten minutes.
Doctors can then provide anti-retroviral treatment and are
able to monitor the patient. This has a tremendous and positive
impact on the people in the area: an HIV diagnosis has changed
from being a death sentence to being something that people can
live with while leading productive lives.
In Nairobi, we supplied essential medicines to the first home
for orphaned HIV/AIDS infants and children in Kenya, giving
them a chance to live a healthy life and realize their dreams.

“The greatest danger to
our future is apathy.”
– Jane Goodall

At Deepalaya School in India, we support a project that helps
deprived children from the slums to attend school, particularly the girls who are so often neglected. We provide tuition,
books, uniforms, and a nutritious daily meal for the children
we sponsor. These children will have an opportunity to make
an important contribution to the world. They could become
doctors, teachers, or conservationists. Or they could simply
share the good things that were given to them and help others,
and that would be more than enough.
In these areas as in so many others, we felt that we had to step
in. For when we lose even one precious life, in some way, we all
bear the loss.
17

h

hearing the elders

We are dedicated to giving something of lasting value everywhere we go. It can be as simple as a handshake, a smile or a
word of encouragement. Sometimes nothing more is necessary to inspire a child to study a little harder, or a group of
women to continue making beautiful handicrafts.
Obviously, though, it’s usually quite a bit more complicated
than that. For example, every time we participate in opening
a new school there is so much that must be done in order
to ensure its success. We need the support and cooperation of the whole community, so we discuss our plans with
the elders of the village and ask for their advice. We listen
carefully to what they have to say, for their historical knowledge and understanding of the environment are vital to the
success of the project.

“The young cannot teach
traditions to the old.”
– Yoruba proverb

We hire local people to build, staff and maintain the
schools wherever possible. We purchase products locally,
and we source people from surrounding villages to
produce goods such as chairs and desks. We are committed
to ensuring the longevity of every project, and the best way
we have found to do that, in addition to thorough research,
is simply by listening and asking questions. And then
listening some more.
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innovation

We are constantly looking for innovative new
ways to make the most of local resources
while using the least amount of energy. And
at Enkereri Village in the Masai Mara, and at
nearby Sanctuary Olonana, we have something fabulous that is being expanded upon
and copied in many other places. Biogas.
Does it sound glamorous? Absolutely not. Is
it unbelievably clever, efficient and inexpensive? Yes on all three counts.
Biogas plants are fairly simple structures
that use the biomass of domestic cattle
(which is always available locally) to
generate clean energy. The benefits are
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tremendous: in addition to providing warm
food for the children and adults, it supplies
light for the Maasai children for evening
studies. The women and children no longer
need to walk for miles looking for wood or
cutting down trees to use for cooking and
heating. This has the immediate benefit of
eliminating exposure to dangerous wildlife
such as lions and buffalo. Also of tremendous impact is the reduction in deforestation, and additionally, because wood and
charcoal fires no longer burn inside the
closed dwellings where the Maasai live,
severe eye irritations and lung infections are
drastically reduced.

“Necessity is the mother of invention.”
– attributed to Aesop’s Fables
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j
joy

“Joy, beautiful spark of the gods …”
– Ludwig van Beethoven
Symphony No. 9 in D minor, Opus 125
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Inspired by the words of Friedrich Schiller’s
ode “To Joy,” Ludwig van Beethoven composed
Symphony No. 9 in D minor, Opus 125, and first
conducted this magnificent symphony in Vienna
in 1824. He was unable to hear it, yet somehow,
because his heart felt and understood every beat,
every pause and every beautiful note, he was able
to bring the music to life through his outstanding
orchestra. Even though Beethoven composed and
conducted Symphony No. 9, the musicians who
shared the stage with him were just as necessary
as the brilliant Beethoven. Without them this
masterpiece, fondly recalled throughout the world
as “Ode to Joy,” would never have been presented.
According to witnesses, “the whole audience
acclaimed him through standing ovations five
times; there were raised hands, hats and handkerchiefs in the air, so that Beethoven, who could not
hear the applause, could at least see the ovation
gestures.” The tremendous joy he surely felt must
have been incredibly rewarding.

The thrill we feel every day when we see, speak with or
read a report about those involved in our projects may
not be exactly the same – but it is close. And whenever
we learn that a life has been transformed we experience
tremendous joy. Every single time a small, hungry child
smiles as he receives the first meal he’s had that day,
we just want to – well, would cartwheels be out of the
question? To see a young penguin excitedly wave his
flippers after the sticky, black oil is cleaned from them;
to witness the tearful relief of a young woman who is
given a safe home, love, and respect – maybe for the
first time - these and countless other moments are definitely “beautiful sparks of the gods.”
There simply are no words to express the overwhelming gratitude we feel for our “orchestra.” We
know they share in these joyful feelings because they
are the ones who are bringing our music to life. And
because we operate around the globe, it’s probably safe
to say that somewhere, at this very moment, we are all
making a “never-thought-possible” dream come true.
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kind hearts

“Never believe that a few caring
people can’t change the world. For,
indeed, that’s all who ever have.”
– Margaret Mead

There are so many worthy causes, and every one of them has an
endless list of desperate needs. There are times when this could
all feel overwhelming and overseeing all projects can feel a bit
daunting. But then, just when we need it the most, something
amazing happens. We are heartened by the compassion of an
orphan for a sibling and the joy of a deaf child hearing music for
the first time.
We have had wonderful donors feel so moved by what they’ve
seen of our work that they have completely funded the building
of schools and orphanages. They have installed hot showers in
schools where there had previously been none, and they have
donated the funds to dig hundreds of wells that bring life-saving,
clean water to thousands of people.
These generous people have seen what we are accomplishing
and they believe in us. And the only way for us to express our
profound gratitude to them, and to every donor, is by carrying on
and doing even more.
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learning

“A single conversation with
a wise man is better than
10 years of study.”
– Chinese proverb

Learning is a beautiful, ongoing process. The ability to learn
from each other, from nature and all our surroundings is a
magical gift. A&K, through our deep involvement in conservation and philanthropy, is able to share the opportunity to learn at
every given moment.
We learn from watching the interaction in a family of elephant
as the matriarchs form circles to guard their babies from danger;
we learn from the male topi antelope as it stands on a mound
– snorting a warning signal to alert the herd as it sees a lion
approaching. We learn from our guests as they experience something new and show it to us from their viewpoint. Together we
learn from the children in their classrooms proudly raising their
hands with their answers – teaching us how much they value the
opportunity to learn.
We learn how choices we make can impact ecosystems and biodiversity. How visiting historic and cultural sites can help maintain
these treasures by giving the local community a reason and means
to protect them. And in learning about the traditions and cultures
of others we discover new things about ourselves.
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m

monuments

We are primarily focused on people, wildlife and nature,
but we are also committed to preserving some of the
magnificent work that has been created by human hands.
Before there were cameras, there were carvings, reliefs,
statues and tremendous monuments designed to astonish
and inspire. These were moments frozen in time, “snapshots” that were created to honor a person, an event, a
battle or a kingdom. Sometimes these works of art are
still standing where they were originally built; sometimes
they are proudly displayed in museums. And several of
them, which are particularly important or in a state of
disrepair, needed our attention.
In Florence, Italy, our emphasis is on the restoration of
three important monuments, including the bust of
Benvenuto Cellini on the Ponte Vecchio. We also feel a
26

strong connection to the history of Antarctica, and participated in the restoration of the Shackleton Museum on
South Georgia Island, the final resting place of Antarctica’s
most noted explorer.
We have helped young students prepare for the future and
preserve their culture in such remote places as Easter Island.
Here, through the Rapa Nui ‘A Pò project, local young
people are an integral part of the study, documentation and
conservation of the remarkable treasures that remain on
Easter Island.

“The history of every country begins
in the heart of a man or a woman.”
– Willa Cather

These man-made accolades, which contribute to what makes
each culture unique, are part of our global essence and simply
cannot disappear. We are helping to ensure that future generations will be able to admire them as we do today.
27
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n

nature

We are passionate about supporting research done by scientists
around the world to monitor climate change on our planet.
We are also very committed to our many projects that help
to fund some of this research. All are important indicators of
changing climates.
Antarctica, the seventh continent, is so remote and so mysterious that most people dream about it but never have the
chance to visit. It is also incredibly complex and fascinating:
the Southern Ocean system is home to four times more water
than the Gulf Stream, and 400 times more than the Mississippi
River. Average temperatures do not even reach 2 degrees C in
the summer, and the water is so distinctive that it can be identified thousands of miles away in currents that originated there.
The climate in Antarctica is also linked to the extreme conditions of the land, ice and sea below the troposphere. This, in
turn, has a dynamic relationship with the global ocean and the
weather all over the planet. Since 2007, we have sponsored a
cruise to this amazing continent led by Dr. James McClintock,
one of the world’s foremost authorities on Antarctic marine
biological studies. Our guests have been fascinated to have a
rare, first-hand look at how the changing climate is affecting
the marine life throughout the area.
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In Australia, we support the work done at the renowned
Australian Museum’s Lizard Island Research Station on the
Great Barrier Reef, one of the world’s leading facilities for
coral reef research and the study of the potentially harmful
impact of changing climates. Coral is a “canary in the
mineshaft” for global warming—when exposed to temperatures outside their very narrow tolerance range, corals
become stressed and lose their color and often die. A special
purpose grant from AKP helped the Station’s new solar
power system to reduce carbon emissions there by more
than 50 percent in just the first month of operation.
And while climbing to 19,325 feet in Tanzania, members
of two A&K Mount Kilimanjaro Philanthropic Journeys
passed by the weather-recording stations donated by AKP
and the participants, the first two of 17 to be installed on
the tallest mountain in Africa. These stations are helping to
monitor and record changes in climate in a very different
part of the world.

“We may utilize the gifts of
nature just as we choose, but in
her books, the debits are always
equal to the credits.”
– Mahatma Gandhi

One of our mantras at AKP is “we are all connected.” Scientists have found that a small change in nature in any of
these places, may actually not be so small.
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our next generation
of philanthropists

What better gift can we give our children than to show
them the magnificence of our planet while instilling in
them our values of kindness and compassion? When a
family travels with us, they have a truly unique opportunity
to share something bold, something profound; to teach
their children without “instructing.” All they need to do is
watch, listen and feel. Together.
The actual teachers are often unlikely: orphaned children
who have been given the gift of hope; underprivileged
families who have learned new skills and now, maybe for
the first time in their lives, see a promising future; scouts
who are teaching others how to protect our precious wildlife by disabling and collecting poachers’ snares. We also
never stop learning from wildlife, particularly those species
that had been severely at risk, but are now safe and flourishing. Our guides are able to somehow shine a light on
the courage, strength and resilience that lies deep within
the spirit of every living thing.

“Unless someone like you
cares a whole awful lot, nothing
is going to get better. It’s not.”
– Dr. Seuss

Young adventurers have sent us funds they raised to help
children they have met and played with while traveling.
We have even received small donations of hard-earned
allowance from several of our youngest philanthropists
with messages asking that we please give them to “the ones
who need it the most.” And always, these incredible and
heartfelt donations practically develop wings of their own
to land in the hands of the very ones who do need them
the most.
We have been humbled by every single gift, and all of
us feel fortunate, honored and grateful to watch our
children become the kind of people that the world so
desperately needs.
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planting

Symbiosis is defined as the relationship between two
species that depend on each other for survival. Nature
has surprised us all with some absolutely fascinating
and unexpected partnerships, such as the ostrich
(wonderful vision but poor hearing and sense of smell)
and the zebra (poor eyesight but keen sense of smell
and excellent hearing). These two species are often
found together, and alert each other to hidden dangers.
The brightly colored clownfish and the sea anemone are
another “couple” whose complex relationship protects
both of them deep in our oceans. And of course, the
partnership between bumble bees and wildflowers is
well-known the world over.
So who would our partner be in a symbiotic relationship? Surprisingly enough, trees, which are the largest
single source of breathable oxygen in the atmosphere.
It’s actually a perfect pairing: we exhale carbon dioxide,
the trees process it and perform some photosynthesis
magic, then send us pure, clean oxygen. One could
almost say that trees are the breath of the earth.
This is one of the reasons we are so focused on, and
so committed to, planting literally tens of thousands
of trees, particularly on the African continent. We
consider every one of them to be both a work of art and
a toolbox. Each kind of tree has its own special purpose:
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some have small-but-mighty trunks with strong
branches that make wonderful canes and walking sticks.
Some trees are harvested for medicine, others provide
a cool and much-needed respite for humans and livestock. Some serve as windbreaks, some provide nutrition in the form of fruits and flowers for birds, bats,
insects and some small mammals. All enrich the soil
and regulate water runoff – their deep and far-reaching
roots hold the soil in place and prevent erosion. Trees
also absorb and store rainwater, and their piles of fallen
leaves make excellent compost.

“The best time to plant a tree
was 20 years ago.
The second best time is now.”
– Chinese proverb

Our tree-planting has taken several forms: clients plant
many of them, others are planted in stands, many have
no discernable pattern, and some are carefully planted in
protected nurseries. In one such nursery in Kenya, the
villagers were astonished when even though the entire
area was suffering from a devastating drought, the grass
in the tree nursery was green and at least 3 feet high. It
had been protected from livestock and wildlife by a fence.
The villagers were able to cut the long, fresh grass and
feed it to the cattle. It not only saved the cattle, the cows
produced milk and this milk in turn provided much
needed nourishment for children in the village. So even
though planting one tree doesn’t sound like anything
extraordinary, it is actually one of the loveliest and most
helpful acts of kindness you can perform.
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quotes

Over the years, we have received literally volumes of amazing letters
and inspiring comments from our guests.
“He came home so impressed that he just told his Dad the money he
was saving for new skis, he wanted instead to donate to some wells.”
- Clean Water Project, Siem Reap, Cambodia
“From the moment the gates opened into the courtyard an extreme
sense of warmth was evident to every member of the group. Images
of contented children with the most beautiful smiles will stay in my
thoughts forever.” – Children of the Rainbow, Urubamba, the Sacred
Valley, Peru
“We toured orphanages, schools, a Maasai village. This is where I
found the real heart and soul of Africa, with its people. I believe
some of the connections I made will become lifelong friends. The
whole experience was one of the best times I have ever spent on
holiday.” – Masai Mara, Kenya
“Our family made a donation to the Olopikidong’oe Primary
School in June. We had an opportunity to visit the school … and
it was the highlight of our trip. Meeting with the students in the
classroom, planting trees with our names on them, enjoying the
poems and songs of the very talented students, and a friendly game
of soccer, all made for a truly memorable visit.” – Masai Mara,
Kenya
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“Bwindi is beyond anything you would imagine to be in the jungle
of Uganda. As you tour the facility, you can see how its people
are woven into the experiences. Every building is somehow tied
to A&K.” – Bwindi Community Hospital, Bwindi Impenetrable
National Park, Uganda
“To visit is to see something very special taking place: disabled
children getting a chance at a life that they otherwise would not
have. You cannot help but be changed too.” – Ilboru School Project,
Arusha, Tanzania
“The trip was amazing, from beginning to end. Our visit to the
orphanage was definitely the highlight in Quito.” – Village Saint
Mary of the Angels, Otavalo, Ecuador
“Wonderful opportunity to help dreams come true. Very impressive,
good work and keep it up.” – Deepalaya School Project; Delhi, India
“I think there is an appreciation that we’re not just hiking in their
mountains, we’re also leaving something behind of use for their livelihood.” – A&K Mount Kilimanjaro Philanthropic Journey, Tanzania

“Not only do they support the
gorillas but they also support the
hospital and schools here,
so it’s good to know that when
you stay here you are helping to
make the lives in the community all
that much better.”
– Sanctuary Gorilla Forest Camp,
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park,
Uganda

“Although the home is very basic, it was clear to me that it offered
a safe environment for the children, which is what they need. …
My short visit made a huge impact on me.” – Al Karam, Marrakech,
Morocco
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recycling

“I only feel angry when I see waste. When I see
people throwing away things we could use.”
– Mother Teresa

Recycle, reuse, repurpose, reinvent: all of these
apply to everything we do at AKP. We are
constantly mindful of taking care to conserve our
precious resources because nothing is unlimited.
We cannot assume that everything will be available all the time.
We practice this philosophy in our projects, using
energy efficient light bulbs and biomass briquettes
made mostly from green waste to provide an
alternative fuel source. We make use of local,
natural materials whenever possible: grass for
roofing as opposed to iron sheets, harvesting
rainwater for staff housing and converting the
biomass of cattle so that villagers and our staff
can cook with the clean energy of biogas. We
separate waste into that which is decomposable
and returnable or scrap that is recyclable, and we
compost for our organic gardens.
Sanctuary Baines’ Camp in Botswana invited
the local community to collect as many cans as
they could, and paid a fee for every can collected.
These cans were then incorporated into the camp
buildings, forming the backbone of the walls.
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Our offices are all committed to recycling as
well. A&K Chile collects paper from the office
and donates it to a not-for-profit organization
to raise funds through the selling of recyclable
materials. The proceeds are then donated to
homes for neglected and abused children. A&K
Egypt and A&K Peru have similar, equally
successful programs.
One of our most imaginative projects, however,
takes place in Uganda. Sanctuary Gorilla Forest
Camp donates used water bottles from the lodge
to the Victory Nursery and Primary School. The
bottles are filled with sand, soil or debris and are
tied to each other with a nylon thread. Walls are
built with the plastic bottles, mortar, sand, clay,
rubble and water, similar to adobe construction.
This technology reduces the time and energy used
in making clay bricks, saves trees (no firewood
is necessary since no bricks are being baked in
kilns), and eliminates the carbon emissions that
would take place during the baking. Heat generation from cement factories can also be reduced, as
this technology uses only 5 percent cement. And
the bottles can last as long as 300 years!
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stewards of
the future

Some of our projects help to open the eyes of thousands of students to the riches of their own environments. These young people will be the ones caring for
our planet in the future, and it is vital that they feel
both pride in their heritage and the desire to protect
it. However, the people who actually live in a country
sometimes never have the chance to see the wildlife or
ancient ruins for which they are famous. So we offer
them the opportunity to see things, in person, with
their own eyes. It’s “Conservation by Conversation and
Observation,” and usually, that’s all it takes.
In Moscow we are bringing elements of Russia’s rich
cultural heritage to children at the No. 8 Orphanage.
We have begun a series of lectures, beginning with
speakers from the Russian Academy of Arts. We have
also arranged for the children to attend the Moscow
Circus, and are enlisting A&K guides to teach them
about tourism. These children are being exposed to,
and are embracing, a world they otherwise would never
have known.
A&K Jordan and AKP sponsor field trips to introduce
students to some of the local archaeological sites,
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inspiring them to become future guardians of their
rich heritage.
A&K India takes students out to search for tigers in
Ranthambhore National Park; Botswana has the Living
with Elephants program, and in Kenya we have our
fantastically successful Scouts program, where students
learn to dismantle snares, teach other students about
the animals, and alert the community to sightings of
wildlife. We also have our Mobile Conservation Unit,
which brings the message of conservation to Maasai
children who do not attend school, or receive a formal
education.

“How wonderful it is that nobody
need wait a single minute before
starting to improve the world.”
– Anne Frank

And we sponsor a marvelous local program which
enables children and their parents to go on a Rhino
Watch field trip in the Masai Mara National Reserve,
Kenya. For almost all, it is their first opportunity to
experience the endangered wildlife that brings travellers from across the globe to visit the region. Children and parents alike return in awe of the amazing
biodiversity that is their natural heritage and with an
inherent sense of the importance of sustainably safeguarding and caring for this global treasure.
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transformation

Responsible travel with AKP changes people. It happens
when they look into the eyes of people they never expected
to meet and are proudly shown their homes and villages.
It happens on a journey to one of the schools we support
in Kenya – as the driver gives the right-of-way to a herd
of gazelles that leap and spring in front of the vehicle
and as quickly disappear into the trees. It happens when
our guides encourage our guests to barter - with hand
gestures and smiles – at the local market. It happens
while wandering through a tiny South American village
on packed dirt streets, and our guide describes in detail
how centuries ago, thousands of people walked these same
streets on their way to worship at an ancient shrine.
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Because of our work, we have many wonderful friends in remote
communities all over the world, and they often invite us into
their homes and workshops. These are authentic experiences not staged performances where the satellite dishes are hidden as
soon as tourist buses arrive. These are genuine, honest moments
of mutual discovery, and they are usually the highlight of our
guests’ journeys, and the first thing they talk about when they
return home.
Experiencing our philanthropic endeavors and this authentic
interaction transforms not only the way our guests see the world,
but the way they see themselves. It becomes impossible not to see
the common thread that weaves us all into a complex tapestry.

“We learn more by looking for
the answer to a question and not
finding it than we do from
learning the answer itself.”
– Lloyd Alexander
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understanding
conservation

It is easy to get caught up in “what if ” scenarios or
make a situation more complicated than it is when
looking at a new challenge. Because of our track
record and reputation, we have unprecedented access
to some of the world’s leading experts on a multitude
of topics. And when great minds come together and
analyze a situation, they very often come up with …
common sense. Beautifully simple brilliance.
We have many examples, but one of our newest
and most promising projects involves vulnerable
seabirds. Many albatross and petrel populations have
been declining at an alarming rate, some up to 30
percent since the mid-1980s, mainly due to bycatch
in pelagic longline fisheries.
What can we do to help save them? Albatross and
other seabirds are not going to stop diving for fish
in these areas. They have learned that “the fish are
where the boats are.”
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“If you can’t explain it simply, you
don’t understand it well enough.”
– Albert Einstein

One brilliant solution was inventing, the bPod (bait
pod) system, which temporarily disarms baited
hooks until those hooks are deeper than the diving
range of the birds. The points and barb of the hooks
are encapsulated and are not released until they
reach a pre-determined depth. This prevents the
seabirds from becoming hooked during line setting.
It also has the advantage of saving money for the
fishermen because the hungry birds are unable to
steal their bait.
Systems such as this, developed by Fishtek and
BirdLife International and supported by AKP, seem
obvious only after the fact. But this kind of simplicity
is critical for the success of our projects. If something
is too complicated or involves too many steps, its
chances for success are drastically reduced.
Because we understand conservation, we can explain
our ideas very simply.

v

vigorous oversight

People are often – understandably – reluctant to send
contributions to a charity for fear that their support will
become lost in the labyrinth of administrative costs.
We understand that, and as true conservationists, we
waste nothing on redundant administrative costs. An
AKP Envoy assigned to each project reports on progress in the field, and rigorous oversight by AKP ensures
that every cent of every donation is put to worthy use.
All general and administrative expenses are borne by
the A&K Group of Companies and, in most places,
the local A&K office purchases and personally delivers
supplies and building materials as needed. Contributions made in person or online go only to the project
that is specified to make immediate and sometimes
life-saving impact. And, because we are a 501(c)(3)
not for profit organization, US donations are fully taxdeductible as provided by law. As a registered charity in
the UK, the contributions of our UK guests bring extra
benefit through the support of Gift Aid.

“My grandfather once told me that
there were two kinds of people:
those who do the work and those
who take the credit. He told me
to try to be in the first group; there
was much less competition.
– Indira Gandhi
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water

Clean, pure water is life sustaining, essential and, unfortunately, all too elusive to millions of people. Waterborne
diseases are responsible for more than half of the deaths
in some of the rural areas in which we operate. Because
clean water is something to which everyone should have
access, and preserving it is of paramount importance, we
have developed a number of ongoing projects that focus
on this valuable commodity.
In Kenya’s Masai Mara, Sanctuary Olonana is a shining
model of responsible use of resources. Among the many
conservation ethics we practice, we have successfully
constructed a unique wetlands system through which
wastewater is purified naturally. In a way we “wash the
water.” Filtered through an ingenious system of ponds
and plants, the resulting clean water is used to irrigate
our indigenous tree nursery. Additionally, the extra
growth of green vegetation produced is turned into
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compost for our organic garden. This is the ultimate
in conservation, and Olonana is a leader in using this
system in the Mara area.
At Sanctuary Chief ’s Camp, in the Moremi Game
Reserve in Botswana, we have used an entirely different
process: a Scareb Treatment Plant capable of processing
14,200 liters of effluent every 24 hours. This accelerated
oxygenation technology is the perfect water treatment
plant for use in a national park. The resulting clear, odorless water is used for our landscape irrigation.

“If there is magic on this planet,
it is contained in water.”
– Loran Eisely

Travelling east from Botswana across 74 degrees longitude, we arrive in rural Cambodia where access to pure
water is generally unattainable. With the support of AKP
and our guests, Sam’s Brothers Clean Water Project has
built more than 700 wells to bring lifesaving bacteria-free
water to over 11,000 people in the Siem Reap area.
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xtraordinary Dreams
yes We Can … and We Do
zest

Since the very beginning, we have found that by
working together with passion and enthusiasm, we can
make wonderful things happen. Imagine how it must
feel to be one of the people we’ve helped — to have
one’s life forever changed by a stranger, someone they
may never meet, one who expects no reward or even
acknowledgment? Hopefully, each individual who has
ever been touched by AKP will pass this kindness on to
others and help them through a time of hopelessness.
So yes, we can make extraordinary dreams come true ...
and we do.
All of us at AKP – and our kind and compassionate
friends – are simultaneously donors and recipients. We
are so fortunate: we are able both to offer possibilities
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to others and to revel in the joy of knowing that we
are part of something much greater than anything we
would have been able to achieve individually.

“Enthusiasm is not the same as just
being excited. One gets excited

This is the greatest gift of all and because we know it to
be true, we are encouraged to work even harder – with
zest!

about going on a roller coaster. One

As we come to the end of the alphabet, we feel that we
are truly just beginning. We have so many more plans,
so many more dreams that have yet to make their way
from our thoughts and hearts to paper. We are inspired
every day by what we see, what we hear and what we
feel. One small success begets another. And another
and another.

and building a roller coaster.”

becomes enthusiastic about creating
– Bo Bennett
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And so we continue ...
Come with us – to see strange and wonderful things never imagined.

“There is no passion to be
found playing small in settling for a life that is less
than the one you are
capable of living.”
– Nelson Mandela

Walk with us through honey-colored savannahs in Botswana, handin-trunk with a magnificent elephant, feeling her exhaled breath
and the surprise of her kiss goodbye.
Witness the residents of a tiny village pump the handle of the very
first well that has brought clean water to their community. As they
drink, their eyes almost always close, enormous smiles spread over
their faces and everyone laughs in pure delight. A glass of water in
the kitchen will never taste the same.
Visit a small school with us and meet beautiful children, eager for
knowledge – and a healthy lunch. These young ones are often alone,
many are orphaned, most all are at risk. But because of the compassion
of our guests, they will have one nutritious meal every day. Share that
meal with them or, even better, help prepare and serve it. Their shy
smiles and the delight in their wide eyes will never, ever be forgotten.

...we have witnesses.

On every one of our journeys, we offer the opportunity to experience life-changing moments far away from home. We live in a huge,
complex world and the amount of work that will always need to be
done cannot be underestimated. But at A&K Philanthropy we believe
– no, we know for a fact – we are making tremendous, meaningful,
and positive changes in the lives of everyone we touch.
How can we be so sure? Well ...
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Since that very first Abercrombie & Kent safari fifty years ago, a deeprooted concern for the natural world has infused each and every A&K
journey. As Founder, Chairman and CEO of A&K, I have always
believed the true rewards of travel are intangible: discovering a new
destination at its most intimate and authentic, and helping to improve
the lives of the people we meet and the lands we visit.
We expect to return from a journey transformed, to have expanded
our view of both the world and ourselves. Yet there is perhaps an
even greater gift: the satisfaction of making a contribution to the
people and places visited. Abercrombie & Kent Philanthropy sponsors proven grassroots projects that benefit local habitats and communities, and there are numerous opportunities for our guests to visit
these initiatives.
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Made on
Recycled Paper

As Abercrombie & Kent celebrates our 50th anniversary, the conservation and education projects we have established in partnership with
communities worldwide are among our most treasured achievements.
For the last forty years it has been my role as Vice Chairman of A&K
and Founder and President of Abercrombie & Kent Philanthropy, to
develop and direct the conservation and cultural initiatives that are
a hallmark of A&K worldwide. Indeed, it has been my great joy
and privilege, joining with our dedicated staff around the world who
believe in making a difference in the lives of people and places in
need. Philanthropy is a true pillar of A&K.

We believe passionately in adventures that both respect the natural
environment and benefit indigenous peoples. Jorie and I are proud
to work with our A&K family through AKP and join with our guests
in directly helping local people and their environment, preserving
and protecting the amazing biodiversity and natural habitats that are
global treasures.

The support for conservation projects that began with A&K’s birthplace in Kenya has developed worldwide and come to include
cultural conservation programs, health initiatives and education. We
have been pioneers in forging informal partnerships between compassionate travellers who want to give something back to the places they
visit and the peoples benefitting from these projects. The foremost
goal which Geoffrey and I have always had in working with local
communities is to empower those who are ultimately responsible for
their natural and cultural heritage.

Geoffrey Kent
Founder, Chairman & CEO
Abercrombie & Kent

Jorie Butler Kent
Vice Chairman
Abercrombie & Kent
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